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 Platters
 & Baskets
of $50 or more
on fruit baskets,
 fruit platters,
 deli platters,
 sushi platters

With this coupon. Limit one coupon per customer 
per day. No other discounts apply.
 Offer expires 9-1-10.

With this coupon. Limit one coupon per customer 
per day. No other discounts apply.

 Offer expires 9-1-10.

With this coupon. Limit one coupon per customer 
per day. No other discounts apply.

 Offer expires 9-1-10.

 Any
 Purchase
of $15 or more

 Any
 Purchase
of $30 or more

 Platters
 & Baskets
of $50 or more
on fruit baskets,
 fruit platters,
 deli platters,
 sushi platters

With this coupon. Limit one coupon per customer 
per day. No other discounts apply.

 Offer expires 10-17-10.

With this coupon. Limit one coupon per customer 
per day. No other discounts apply.

Offer expires 10-17-10.

With this coupon. Limit one coupon per customer 
per day. No other discounts apply.

Offer expires 10-17-10.

 Any
 Purchase
of $15 or more

 Any
 Purchase
of $30 or more

 $ 5off

 $ 1off

 $ 2off

knew how tough it was for
them. So when they recog-
nize that same passion in
someone to do it, you help
them.”

Of all the graduates of the
Kubert School, he said he is
most proud of his two sons,
Adam and Andy. 

The brothers are consid-
ered among the best in the
comic book industry, often
making “top 10” lists of the
most talented artists. They
are given top billing when
appearing at comic conven-
tions, including this week-
end’s New York Comic Con. 

They are also two of the 19
instructors at the school. 

Adam Kubert, 51, attended
middle school in the building
in which he now teaches first-
year students. He is a father of
four and is more clean-cut
than you would expect from a
comic artist. “My wife says I
look like an accountant,” he
said.

Unlike his brother, Andy
Kubert, 48, looks the part. He
has a wild beard and dresses
like a lumberjack. He teaches
second-year students, who he

said are “more serious” than
first years.

The brothers became
famous in the 1990s illustrat-
ing Marvel Comics’ X-Men
titles. In 2005, the brothers
signed exclusive contracts
with Marvel’s cross-town
rival, DC Comics. 

DC Comics took the addi-
tion of the Kuberts seriously,
offering them their two most
popular titles: Adam Kubert
was given Superman and
Andy Kubert was given
Batman. 

But after successful runs
on both titles, the brothers —
for the first time in their
careers — took different
paths. Adam Kubert returned
to Marvel Comics. “Now I’m
back home,” he said of illus-
trating Marvel’s Astonishing
Spider-Man & Wolverine.

Andy Kubert
stayed at DC
Comics, continu-
ing on with
Batman and
branching out
into other char-
acters, like the
Flash. “It’s a
whole new world
to explore,” he
said. 

But as exciting
as their new assignments are,
the Kuberts are just as
focused on training the 78 stu-
dents currently at the school. 

The students’ classes are
rigorous, requiring eight to 10
hours of drawing a day. They
also have to worry about pay-
ing $17,850 a year in tuition. 

“I don’t know of many of
them that have the dough in
the first place,” Joe Kubert
said of the tuition. 

But Kubert said the hard
work and money is worth it.
“The payoff — if this is what
you really want to do —  you
get for the rest of your life,” he
said. “Nobody just falls into it.
You got to want it, you got to
go for it, and keep at it ’til you
get it.”

Comic
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For a full transcript of the 
interview with Joe Kubert, and daily
posts from this weekend’s New York
Comic Con, visit The Comic Book
Times at www.njherald.com/Blogs
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Award-winning comic book artist Joe Kubert advises art student David Miley, of Dover.

TRENTON  (AP) —
Police officers will be able to
use stun guns on anyone
threatening death or serious
injury, under new rules
announced Thursday.

State Attorney General
Paula Dow announced a new
policy that lifts many restric-
tions on the use of stun guns

by law enforcement. The
original rules, adopted less
than a year ago, restricted
the use of electric shocks to
armed, emotionally dis-
turbed people.

The new rules also permit
police officers to stun hand-
cuffed or fleeing suspects in
limited situations. But offi-

cers will still be barred from
using stun guns to force sus-
pects to comply with orders.

Dow’s office says the new
rules are meant to give offi-
cers a “practical alternative
to deadly force.”

The rules were developed
with input from several law
enforcement groups.  

DETROIT (AP) — A feder-
al judge on Thursday upheld
the authority of the federal
government to require every-
one to have health insurance,
dealing a setback to groups
seeking to block the new
national health care plan.

The ruling came in a law-
suit filed in Michigan by a
Christian legal group and
four people who claimed law-
makers exceeded their power
under the Constitution’s com-
merce clause, which author-
izes Congress to regulate
trade.

But Judge George Caram
Steeh in Detroit said the
mandate to get insurance by
2014 and the financial penalty
for skipping coverage are
legal. He said Congress was
trying to lower the overall
cost of insurance by requir-

ing participation.
“Without the minimum

coverage provision, there
would be an incentive for
some individuals to wait to
purchase health insurance
until they needed care, know-
ing that insurance would be
available at all times,” the
judge said.

“As a result, the most cost-
ly individuals would be in the
insurance system and the
least costly would be outside
it,” Steeh said. “In turn, this
would aggravate current
problems with cost-shifting
and lead to even higher pre-
miums.”

Julian Davis Mortenson, a
University of Michigan law
professor and former U.S.
Supreme Court law clerk,
said the decision affects only
the parties in the lawsuit and

is not binding on any other
federal judges hearing chal-
lenges to the law.

Nonetheless, the Justice
Department hailed Steeh’s
opinion as the first time a
“court has considered the
merits of any challenge to
this law.”

“The court found that the
minimum coverage provision
of the statute was a reason-
able means for Congress to
take in reforming our health
care system,” spokeswoman
Tracy Schmaler said. “The
department will continue to
vigorously defend this law in
ongoing litigation.”

Robert Muise of the
Thomas More Law Center in
Ann Arbor, Mich., which filed
the case, said he would take it
to a federal appeals court in
Cincinnati.

KOLONTAR, Hungary (AP)
— Red sludge flowed into the
Danube River on Thursday,
threatening a half-dozen
nations along one of Europe’s
key waterways. Monitors took
samples every few hour to
measure damage from the
toxic spill and emergency offi-
cials declared one Hungarian
tributary dead.

As cleanup crews gathered
deer carcasses and other
wildlife from the villages in
southwestern Hungary flood-
ed by the industrial waste,
environmental groups
warned of long-term damage
to the farming region’s topsoil.

Conflicting information
swirled about the dangers
posed by the ankle-deep muck
coating the most seriously hit
areas after the collapse of a
waste-storage reservoir at a
nearby alumina plant Monday.

The Hungarian Academy of
Sciences maintained that
while the material was a con-
tinued hazard, its heavy metal
concentrations were not con-
sidered dangerous to the envi-
ronment.

“The academy can say
whatever it wants,” fumed
Barbara Szalai Szita, who

lives in Devecser, one of the
hardest-hit villages. “All I
know is that if I spend 30 min-
utes outside I get a foul taste
in my mouth and my tongue
feels strange.”

Hungary’s environment
minister, Zoltan Illes, said the
henna-colored sludge cover-
ing a 16-square-mile swathe of
countryside does have “a high
content of heavy metals,”
some of which can cause can-
cer. He warned of possible
environmental hazards, par-
ticularly if it were to enter the
groundwater system.

With rain giving way to dry,
warmer weather over the
past two days, the caustic
mud is increasingly turning to
airborne dust, which can
cause respiratory problems,
Illes added.

“If that would dry out then
... wind can blow ... that heavy
metal contamination through
the respiratory system,” he
said.

Amid the conflicting
reports, officials had one
piece of encouraging news:
The mighty Danube was
apparently absorbing the
slurry with little immediate
harm beyond sporadic sight-

ings of dead fish.
The red sludge, a waste

product of aluminum produc-
tion, reached the western
branch of the Danube early
Thursday and was flowing
into its broad main stretch by
noon. By evening, it was mov-
ing southward toward Serbia
and Romania.

At monitoring stations in
Croatia, Serbia and Romania,
officials were taking river
samples every few hours,
though experts hoped the
river’s huge water volume
would blunt the impact of the
spill.

Hungarian rescue agency
spokesman Tibor Dobson
said the pH content of the
sludge entering the Danube
had been reduced to the point
where it was unlikely to cause
further environmental dam-
age. The waste, which had
tested at a highly alkaline pH
level of 13 soon after the spill
— similar to lye or bleach —
was under 10 by Thursday.

A neutral pH level for water
is 7, with normal readings
ranging from 6.5 to 8.5. Each
pH number is 10 times the
previous level, so a pH of 13 is
1,000 times more alkaline than
a pH of 10.

NEWS BRIEFS

Liu Xiaobo tops
picks for prize

OSLO, Norway (AP) —
Chinese dissident Liu Xiaobo
tops speculation for the
Nobel Peace Prize — one bet-
ting site has already declared
him the winner — though
some experts expect a more
low-key choice on Friday.

Two women are also hot
candidates in this year’s
Nobel buzz: Afghan women’s
rights activist Sima Samar
and Russian human rights
activist Svetlana
Gannushkina.

The last woman to win the
coveted award was Wangari
Maathai of Kenya in 2004. Of
the 97 peace laureates to
date, only 12 have been
women.

Liu, who was sentenced
last Christmas Day to 11
years in prison for subver-
sion, has received by far the
most attention in the annual
guessing-game for the $1.5
million award.

Vargas wins prize
for literature

NEW YORK (AP) — Mario
Vargas Llosa, the newest win-
ner of the Nobel Prize in liter-
ature, has never found much
honor in boundaries.

“Literature shouldn’t be
secluded, provincial or
regional,” the Peruvian
author said in New York after
Thursday’s announcement in
Sweden. “It should be univer-
sal, even if it has deep roots
in one place.”

The 74-year-old author and
political activist, a charter
member of the Latin
American literary boom of

the 1960s, has for decades
been regarded as one of the
world’s greatest and most
adventurous writers, an
unpredictable and provoca-
tive mixer of literature and
social consciousness in both
his work and his life.

The author of more than
30 novels, plays and works of
nonfiction, he is known for his
expansive language, his
alertness to the profound and
the profane, and his fierce
and dark disdain for tyranny.

Biden to join
Obama at rally

PHILADELPHIA (AP) —
President Barack Obama is
being joined by Vice
President Joe Biden in
Philadelphia this weekend at
a rally that aims to invigorate
Democratic voters ahead of
two crucial statewide races.

Obama announced last
week he’d be joined Sunday
by U.S. Senate candidate Joe
Sestak (SEHS’-tak) and
gubernatorial candidate Dan
Onorato (ohn-uh-RAH’-toh).
The president said Thursday
that Biden also will make the
trip to Philadelphia.

The rally is at a park next
to an elementary school in
the city’s Germantown sec-
tion. It’s open to the public.

Bush memoir to
arrive next month

NEW YORK (AP) —
Former President George W.
Bush’s memoir will arrive
next month with a huge first
printing and an e-book with
multimedia extras, Crown
Publishers said in a state-
ment Thursday.

“Decision Points” will have
a print run of 1.5 million
copies, the same number
given six years ago for Bill
Clinton’s “My Life,” which
went on to sell more than 2
million copies, far greater
than for most presidential
memoirs.

“Decision Points” comes
out Nov. 9.

Workers noticed
suspicious handler

PHILADELPHIA (AP) —
Two US Airways workers
loading a Bermuda-bound
plane grew suspicious of
whether another baggage
handler was allowed to be
near the jet and confronted
him Thursday, leading the
man to flee and forcing trans-
portation security officials to
remove passengers and res-
can all their luggage.

More than 100 passengers
and five crew members were
taken off US Airways Flight
1070 for more than four hours
over the security issue.

The Philadelphia baggage
handlers alerted their bosses
when they saw a co-worker
who was not assigned to be
near the plane, FBI
spokesman J.J. Klaver said.

“When they asked him to
leave, he drove away from the
plane in a baggage loading-
vehicle,” he said.

By late Thursday, the per-
son had not been identified or
located, Klaver said. Officials
believe he was authorized to
be in that section of the air-
port, but not at that particu-
lar place.

Authorities swept the
plane for explosives and
found none, Klaver told The
Associated Press.
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